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Reading Notes Pg. 35 – 47

Definitions: Define the following terms in your own words from the reading

Encapsulation – 

Visibility Modifiers – 

Local variable – 

Constructor – 

Overloaded Methods – 

Null Reference – 

Alias – 

Static Variable – 

Static Method – 

Wrapper Class – 

Answer the following questions:

1. What is the purpose of the constructor?

2. How does the compiler decide which method to execute when more than one method in the class has the same name?

3. Consider a spreadsheet program.  Cells can store all different types of information to be processed.  A cell object is being created – what might be an example of an overloaded method in that object?

4. Give an example of when a static method might be used.  Do not use either the Math or System class as your example.

5. A class is being created to store information about a piece of mail traveling through the post office.  Write the class MailItem below that has the following:
MailItem should have the capability to store the zip code of the person receiving the mail, the weight of the item and the class (“first”, “second”, “general”) being used to send the item.

The MailItem class should have a constructor that will assign values from parameters to all the private data.  It should also have ways of retrieving (get methods) for each of the private data items.

Write the MailItem class below:
